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General Overview of the Topic  

Located in the 

Southern Levant, east of the 

Mediterranean Sea, and west 

of the Jordan River is the 

land referred to as Palestine 

up until 1947. It is said to be 

the birthplace of the 

religions Judaism and 

Christianity, playing a 

prominent role in both 

modern and ancient history. 

Moreover, violent attempts 

to control the land describes much of Palestine’s history; hence, the borders are not 

formally drawn between the state of Israel and Palestine. Furthermore, control over the 

region has been evolving and disputed among different states.  

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is ongoing ever since mid-20th century with 

sectarian violence and political disputes. The current state of Israel emerged after World 

War II, together with the Holocaust, the social and political developments in Europe 

convinced the Jewish population that they are entitled to their own national homeland, 



thus supporting their national ideology, Zionism. Zionists holds the belief that Judaism is 

both a nation and a religion, whereas Palestinian leaders claim that Palestinians descended 

from the Canaanite people that resided in the region before the Israelites settle in.  

 

 The current state of Palestine theoretically consists of the West Bank and the Gaza 

Strip, with Arab people living in the regions recognized as Palestinians. Given that the 

Balfour Declaration, a public pledge by Britain in 1917 promising to establish “a national 

home for Jewish people” in Palestine, the Palestinians have aspired to establish an 

independent state in the disputed region in the world considered sacred by different ethnic 

groups. By now 135 United Nations (UN) members have recognized Palestine as an 

independent state. Enforced by the Israeli government, the state of Palestine is currently 

positioned under discriminatory and intense restrictions of their human rights. A blockade 

is imposed by the Israeli government alongside with Egypt on the border of the Gaza Strip, 

restricting the movement of people and resources moving between the borders, 

furthermore, facilitating the of the unlawful settlements of the Israeli citizens in the 

occupied West Bank.  

 

The Sustainable Development Goals are a collection of 17 goals introduced by the 

UN, and is centered towards achieving and ensuring the well being of every individual, 

including calling for a universal end to poverty, and ensuring technological development in 

a sustainable manner for the purpose of protecting the planet. Protecting the sovereignty of 

the state of Palestine to safeguard human rights of the Palestinians pertains to the targets 

of goal 16 which centers towards peace, justice, and strong institutions.  

Definition of Key Terms  

Anti-Semitism 

Anti-semitism is a word that is used to describe hatred or prejudice against the Jewish 

population. In the year 1879, the German journalist,  Wilhelm Marr, introduced and 

popularized the term anti-semitism, moreover, paving the path for the political trend of 

anti-semitic activities in Germany. The Holocaust is the most extreme and nefarious 

demonstration of anti-semitism that has occurred during World War II. Nevertheless, 



anti-semitism has occurred throughout history even back in the ancient Greeks and Roman 

times. 

 

Non-member Observer Status 

Observer status is often granted to non-members of a organization to allow them the ability 

to participate in a limited manner, often lacking  the right to vote or the ability to propose 

resolutions. The non-member observer status can be granted by the United Nations General 

Assembly to entities, international agencies, and non-member observer states. The 

non-member observer states are seen as sovereign states and are allowed to submit 

petitions to join as full member at their discretion;currently there are only two member 

observer states, including Palestine and the Holy See.  

Sovereignty  

There are two aspects of sovereignties, external sovereignty and internal sovereignty. 

External sovereignty is a state’s right to govern itself. By all means, the state shall not be 

subjected to any other authority; thus, every state reserves the the right to determine its 

foreign policy including establishing trade agreements and military negotiations. On the 

other hand,  internal sovereignty is characterized as the group of persons or person has the 

final legal authority to enforce obedience; moreover, “It issues orders to all men and all 

associations within that area; it receives orders from none of them. Its will is subject to no 

legal limitation of any kind. What it proposes is right by mere announcement of intention.” 

(Laski)  

 

Zionism 

Zionism is the Jewish national movement that focuses on re-establishing a Jewish national 

State in Palestine, which they have claimed to have been the ancient homeland. Zionism 

ideology establishes that  Judaism is a nationality as well as a religion, advocating for both 

spiritual and tangile aims to develop the state of Israel. Nowadays, Zionism also includes the 

development and protection of the state of Israel. Although most Jews support Zionism, 

there is also a population that works to dismantle the secular Israel.  

 

Hamas 

Hamas is a Palestinian Islamist Political Organization and militant group that rules the Gaza 



Strip independent from the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO). The group had been 

carrying on war against the Israeli government since 1987, using terror techniques 

including suicide bombing attacks. Stated in their charter, Hamas aims to replace Israel 

adopting and accepting the one state solution. Moreover, they refuse to recognize the 

legitimacy of the state of Israel.  

 

PLO 

The Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) was established in 1964 as the 

semi-autonomous government entrust with governing the Palestinian Territories until a 

compromise is established with the Israeli government. Moreover, it is a umbrella 

organization consisting of the organizations of the resistance movement. The PLO  is the 

national representative of the Palestinian people with Fatah as the secular nationalist 

political party that has controlled the PLO and the PA. However, in practice, the PLO governs 

the West Bank while Hamas rules the Gaza Strip.  

Background of the Topic 

History of Palestine 

As the geographic location of Palestine plays a prominent role in the history of the 

Middle East, brutal attempts to take over and govern the area has defined much of its 

history. Despite the vigorous attempts to seize control of the area, there was once peace in 

the region. Dating back in time to the Ottoman Empire, Palestine was religiously diverse, 

consisting a population of mostly Christians and Muslims plus a small number of Jews 

residing in peace. However, after World War 1, the British took control of Palestine in light 

of the British Mandate issued by the League of Nations. In 1923, the responsibility to 

establish a Jewish national homeland in Palestine was put upon the British. The British 

allowed Jewish immigration originally; however, more and more Jewish people settled in 

the region as farmers and thus established farm communities.Tension gradually grew 

between the arriving Jews and the Arabs that initially occupied the area, with both sides 

committing acts of violence which is known as the intercommunal violence in Mandatory 

Palestine. In 1930, when the British began limiting Jewish immigration to Mandatory 

Palestine, Jewish militias formed to fight local Arabs and resist British rule.  In the year 

1934, president Paul von Hindenburg of Germany died, then Hitler had announced himself 

as the “führer” or the supreme leader of Germany. In time, Germany was suffering from 



social and economic burdens from World War I; therefore, Hitler placed the blame on the 

Jewish population, having them act a scapegoat, killing as many as six  million Jewish men, 

women, and children.  This event instigated more Jewish people to flee Europe and settle in 

Mandatory Palestine, further galvanizing support for establishing a national homeland for 

the Jewish population in Mandatory Palestine.  

As violence grew between the local Arabs and Jews in Mandatory Palestine in 1947, 

the UN proposed a Partition for Palestine recommending the division of Palestine into two 

separate sections with an internationalized Jerusalem: an independent Jewish State and an 

independent Arab State. In fact, Jewish leaders accepted the plan whereas Arabs 

vehemently opposed it as they asserted they should be granted more territory since they 

represent the majority of the population in particular regions. In less than a year after the 

partition plan was introduced, the British withdrew from Palestine, recognizing the 

intricacy  in the region, and  granting the state of Israel independence. The act of Britain 

withdrawing from the situation sparked war in the region. Involving 5 Arab nations, the 

1948 Arab-Israeli War characterized the beginning of the violent conflict in Israel Palestine. 

In time of the war, Israel expelled 700,000 Palestinians from their home inciting a refugee 

crisis that has remained unresolved, with 7 million descendants number. By the end of the 

war, Israel controlled all of the territories except for Gaza, which Egypt controlled, and the 

West Bank, which Jordan had controlled.  

In 1967, the Six Day War was initiated by Israel attacking  Egypt, Jordan, and Syria. 

This abrupt conflict resulted in major land gains for Israel, seizing the Golan Heights from 

Syria, West Bank from Jordan, and both the Gaza and Sinai Peninsula from Egypt; thus, 

transforming and convoluting  the conflict. Consequently, Israel is now occupying 

Palestinian territory and was left with the responsibility of governing the Palestinians. 

Later the First Intifada broke out, incited from the Israeli occupation in Gaza Strip and the 

West Bank. Later, the Oslo Peace Accords were proposed; moreover, the first Oslo Accords 

created a timetable for the peace process in the Middle East and thus made a plan to 

establish an interim Palestinian government in Gaza and the West Bank,  the second Oslo 

Accords were signed and it called for the complete withdrawal of Israeli troops. 

Additionally, Israel also returned Sinai back to Egypt as part of the peace treaty; however, 

this act was notably controversial to the Arabs. Moreover, Egyptian president, Anwar Sadat, 

was assassinated in October 6, 1981, Cairo, Egypt, in part of the outrage towards the act.  



The Second Intifada rose during September 2000; riots, suicide bombings, and other 

attacks subsequently broke out destroying the promising peace process. The period of 

Violence lasted 5 years after which in 2005, Israel completely withdrew its troops from the 

Gaza. A year later in 2006, Hamas won the Palestinian legislations with a slight majority, 

placing Hamas in the commanding position for both the West Bank and the Gaza. However, 

Hamas has refused to accept the deals made by the Palestinian Authority previously with 

Israel, provoking western powers to freeze the aid which the Palestinians depend on; thus, 

tensions increased between the PLO and Hamas. Later on in the conflict, the PLO ended up 

controlling the West Bank and Hamas governing the Gaza.  

Currently, the Palestinians are still fighting for a official state of Palestine that is 

recognized by all member states of the UN and to join the UN as an official member. While 

Palestinians occupy the West Bank and Gaza, the Israeli government had facilitated 

immigration and unlawful settlements in the regions to further prevent an  independent 

and a recognized Palestine. Hamas presented a document in 2017 proposing the formation 

of an independent Palestinian state with Jerusalem as its capital; in addition, they have 

failed to recognize Israel as an independent state.  

 

Human Rights in the Occupied Palestine  

Israel continues to maintain an entrenched discriminatory system that abuses 

Palestinian human rights to the degree which punitive measures and use of lethal forces has 

been applied.  

The current Gaza border remains under Israeli air, sea, and land blockade, he 

blockade hinders Palestinians’ ability to prosper economically which results in high levels of 

unemployment and extreme levels of food insecurity. Gaza civilians are being punished as a 

whole for acts they hold no responsibility for; this contravenes International Humanitarian 

Law embodied in the Geneva Conventions . As stated in the Fourth Geneva Convention 

Article 33, “collective penalties and likewise all measures of intimidation or of terrorism are 

prohibited.” Moreover, living conditions in the Gaza Strip have deteriorated as a result of 

extreme food insecurities, limited access to clean water, and contaminated sewages. The 

Israeli blockade on the Gaza Strip limited movement of resources between the borders, 

impeding the reconstruction of around 17,800 housing units caused by the hostilities in 



2014. Approximately 100,000 Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) and 22,000 persons are 

still displaced three years after.  

The unlawful settlements in the West Bank is supported by the Israeli Government 

as  the West Bank is under Israeli Occupation. The Israeli government has facilitated the 

transfer of citizens through various ways including providing cheaper housing, education, 

and medical care for the citizens, incentivizing those seeking for a better life to move there . 

Furthermore, the Israeli Government has propagated the movement of people through 

popularizing the idea of claiming land for Israel by establishing communities within the 

West Bank. 

Unequal  

 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved and Their Positions 

Palestinian Authority  

The Palestinian Authority has aspirations for establishing an independent Arab state in the 

region, hoping to self determine. The Palestinian Authority has maintained their position 

and does not recognize the existence of the Israeli state; however, in 1993 the Palestinian 

Authority recognized the legitimacy of the state of Israel for that Israel recognized the 

representatives from the Palestinian Authority in exchange. The Palestinian Authority also 

works towards gaining international recognition and is now a non-member observer state 

in the United Nations allowing them to participate in peace negotiations and world affairs; 

however, as an observer state, they do not have the right to vote.  

 

Israel  

The Israeli government has maintained entrenched discriminatory systems that has 

perpetrated systematic human rights abuses towards the Palestinians, through taking 

punitive measures and use of lethal weapons against them. By facilitating the illegal or 

unlawful settlements in the West Bank, Israel has now occupied the land of the Palestinians 

and had enforced a blockade in all aspects including air, sea and land in the borders of the 

Gaza strip.  

 

 

 



United States  

The United States has continuously been involved in the conflict favoring the Israelis as they 

maintain a positive relationship. The United States was the third party mediator during the 

Oslo Accords Peace Process, which has not been successful. After president Trump took 

office, he made plans to relocate the US embassy to Jerusalem.  His actions to move the 

United States embassy to Jerusalem and officially recognize it as the capital of Israel have 

prompted protests and killed over 50 Palestinians. In the past, the United States had been 

supporting a friendly relation with Israel by providing billions of dollars of aid and a reliable 

diplomatic relation.  With Republicans supporting and remaining at a “pro-Israel” position 

and an increasing number of Democrats begin to criticize the Israeli government, the 

situation reflects a growing partisan gap within the United States.  

 

Jordan 

Jordan houses the largest concentration of Palestinian refugees and grants full citizenship 

rights to those refugees except for the 120,000 who originally came from the Gaza Strip. 

Jordan plays a pivotal role in the peace process; thus, it was because of Jordan that the 

Palestinians are able to negotiate with Israel under a joint Palestinian-Jordanian delegation 

in October, 1991 in Madrid. Palestinian refugees in Jordan enjoyed a variety of privileges 

and freedom through the grant of full citizenship and responsibilities.  

 

Timeline of Events 

June, 1916  –  Arabs revolt against the Ottoman Empire  

November 2nd, 1917–  Balfour Declaration - The Balfour Declaration was a public 

statement issued by the British government promising to support the establishment of a 

Jewish national Homeland in Mandatory Palestine, or what is now Israel Palestine. The 

statement was significant as the Jewish population had aspired for a national homeland 

and thus the British had supported it through the Balfour Declaration. 

1933 ~ 1936 – Mass Jewish Immigration to Mandatory Palestine -  There was mass 

immigration to the Mandatory Palestine during the Holocaust. While Hitler rose to power 

in Germany persecuting the Jewish population initiating a genocide against the Jewish 

population.  



1945–  End of the Holocaust and World War II -  The mass killing of 6 million Jewish at the 

end of the Holocaust and World War II, galvanized the world to support the idea of 

establishing a national homeland for the Jews.  

May 14th, 1948 – Independence of the State of Israel -  After the British had realized the 

complication of the area, they withdrew and therefore granted Israelis independence.  

1948 ~1949– 1948 Arab Israeli War - The war was fought between the state of Israel and a 

coalition led by 5 Arab Nations over the control of the Mandatory Palestine. After the War, 

the Israelis now have control over most of the territory except for the West Bank and the 

Gaza Strip.  

July 1956 – Second Arab-Israeli War -  Considering the fact that  Egypt had nationalized 

the Suez Canal, which had threatened the British and French interests for  oil in the region, 

they have allied with Israel and planned an attack on Egypt.  

June 5th 1967 – The Six Day War took place when Israel launched an attack against 

Jordan, Egypt, and Syria. As a result of the war, Israel has sized the Syrian Golan Heights, 

the Gaza Strip and the Sinai Peninsula from Egypt and the West Bank from Jordan.  

2000 – Second Intifada - The collapse of the peace process prompted the Second Intifada, 

by which the collapse of the peace process was caused by negotiation failures of the two 

leaders.  Furthermore, the Palestinians are incited by the act of Ariel Sharon for visiting the 

contested Temple Mount.  

May 14th, 2018 –US Opens Embassy in Jerusalem - The relocation of the US Embassy in 

the internationalized Jerusalem had caused protests and riots along the Israeli-Gaza 

border, with more than 58 Palestinians killed and more than 2700 wounded.  

Important, Relevant Documents 

● Permanent sovereignty of the Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 

including East Jerusalem, and of the Arab population in the occupied Syrian Golan 

over their natural resources, 22 December 2011, (A/RES/66/225): The UN reaffirmed 

the rights of the people of Palestine; thus, it urged Israel to cease its exploitation of 

natural resources and to call for them to recognize the rights of the Palestinians. 



● Status of Jerusalem, 19 December 2017, (A/ES-10/L.22): President Trump of the 

United States recognized Jerusalem as Israel’s capital by declaring to move the US 

embassy to the internationalized Jerusalem. Therefore, an emergency session was held by 

the General Assembly to discuss the issue having the resolution was proposed by Turkey 

and Yemen passed by a majority of 128 votes. 

 

Previous Attempted Solutions: Analysis of Their Failure/Success 

The Partition of Palestine  

 The Partition of Palestine was a plan proposed by the UN for the purpose of keeping peace 

in the Middle East through separating the Mandatory Palestine into two sections including an 

independent Jewish State, Israel, an independent Arab state, Palestine, and an internationalized 

Jerusalem. The plan was not accepted by Arab leaders while instead the Jewish leaders accepted the 

plan. Arab leaders declared to have the right to own more land than what is given to them. While 

claiming that they have represented the majority of the population in some parts or regions of the 

sector which the Jewish had own. The Partition Plan did not work considering the point of view of 

the ethnic Arabs living at the time in Mandatory Palestine, moreover, the partition plan would have 

been a violation of the rights of Palestinians originally living in the region as they are being asked to 

unequally carve up their land and voluntarily give  it to the Jews  for them to establish their own 

state.  

 

Oslo Accords  

The Oslo Accords are a set of two separate agreements signed by both the Israeli 

government and the leadership of Palestine, the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO). The 

Oslo Accords intended to establish lasting peace in the Middle East, to end the ongoing conflict 

between the Israeli and the Palestinians. Having the US be the third party mediator, the original aim 

centered on  establishing a final agreement which would grant Palestinians an independent state in 

the Gaza and the West Bank; in exchange, the Palestinians would have to agree to end attacks on 

Israeli targets. During the first round of the Oslo Accords, both sides had issues recognizing the 

legitimacy of each other. A few days prior to the formal signing of the Oslo Accords I, both sides 

signed a “Letter of Mutual Recognition” recognizing and acknowledging the legitimacy and 

existence of each other. Furthermore, the Oslo Accords I established the “Declaration of Principles 

on Interim Self Government Arrangements” by which the instituted Palestinian Legislative Council, 



a freely elected parliament, also provided that Israel would have to withdraw its troops and forces 

in Gaza over a 5 year period. The Oslo I also set the agenda for the next Oslo Accords, which was  to 

discuss the future governance of the city of Jerusalem alongside with issues regarding human 

rights, formal borders, and security. The second round of the Oslo Accords was signed two years 

later, giving the Palestinian Authority limited governance over parts of the region, setting the 

parameters of political and economic cooperations between the two sides. The Oslo Accords have 

failed to address a mechanism for monitoring violations. Even though the creators of the Oslo 

Accords motioned a process that could potentially lead to the peace between the two sides by 

building trust and confidence to authorize the coexistence of the two states. The Oslo peace process 

have failed due to the sentiments of the mistrust and anger between the two sides.  

Possible Solutions 

Two State Solution  

 The two state solution is the prevailing approach in resolving the conflict: an independent 

Palestine and an independent Israel. Having said that both states aspires to establish two different 

nations, with Israelis desires to create a Jewish state or a national homeland for the Jewish 

population. While Palestinians wishes to establish a nation for Palestinians or the ethnic Arabs 

living in the region. This solution aims to satisfy both sides’ aspirations. Having said that this would 

be the only way to ensure Palestinians enjoy their rights, freedom, and dignity. However, critics 

have argued that the two state solution is rather one of the many US policies to support peace. The 

fact that the Israeli government had been facilitating unlawful settlements in the Occupied Palestine 

have made it harder to draw borders between the two states.  
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