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General Overview of the Topic  

Conflict has been present in the world for thousands upon thousands of years, and              

although many areas of the world have been conflict-free for decades, other areas have              

recently been through conflict. At the beginning of the 21st Century, most wars occur on an                

intra-state rather than an inter-state level, which often results in more damage than an              

inter-state conflict, making recovery for these nations more difficult. These post-conflict           

countries often face a multitude of challenges, ranging from lack of basic necessities to              

rebuilding their governmental system.  

The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) has been a central force in developing             

mechanisms as a response to the problems facing post-conflict countries and areas. One             

such challenge is economic stability. Compared to issues such as human right violations,             

economic stability may seem unimportant at first glance, and is thus often neglected.             

However, without economic stability, post-conflict countries will be unable to develop in            

the long term, as they will lack the necessary resources to establish trade and form               

relations with other nations. Moreover, without economic stability, citizens may soon           

express discontent, and there is a high chance of the country descending back into conflict.  

Economic instability can be caused by a multitude of reasons, such as damage to              

world heritage sites and lack of trade during their period of conflict. Thus, almost every               

post-conflict country faces this issue. In light of the importance of establishing stable             

economies, post-conflict nations must work to establish stable economies if they wish to             

prosper in the long term. However, it should be noted that countries need to be aware of                 



the level of assistance they provide these post-conflict nations so as to protect the              

post-conflict nations by avoiding dependency and excessive outside interference.         

Furthermore, pursuing economic stability at the expense of social or environmental           

development is also unfavorable. 

 

Definition of Key Terms  

Post-Conflict Nations 

Post conflict nations have recently undergone confrontation between/with one or more           

parties due to pursuing incompatible or competitive means or ends. These conflicts can be              

interstate, internal, or state-formation conflicts. It should be noted that the term            

“post-conflict” does not mean that the root cause of the conflict has been resolved. Nor does                

the term signify a complete cessation of hostilities, which often recur even after the signing               

of a peace agreement.  

 

Conflict-Affected Nations 

There is no official definition for conflict-affected nations; however, conflict-affected nations           

are generally nations that are currently undergoing a confrontation between/with one or            

more parties due to pursuing incompatible or competitive means or ends. Conflict-affected            

nations are also often considered fragile states. 

 

Fragile States 

There is no internationally agreed upon definition for fragility. However, most development            

practitioners have adopted the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development          

(OECD) definition: “a state with weak capacity to carry out the basic state functions of               

governing a population and its territory, and that lacks the ability or political will to develop                

mutually constructive and reinforcing relations with society." This leaves the citizens of the             

fragile state vulnerable to a range of shocks. Each fragile state tends to be vulnerable in its                 

own unique way, and thus different types of support and assistance are required. The OECD               

has published a report on fragile states every year since 2005 to monitor aid. 

 

Policies, principles, and operational approaches that development agencies normally apply          



can be ineffective when assisting fragile states. They may even risk adding to the difficulties               

nations already face in establishing the effective and legitimate institutions and leadership            

needed to transit to stability and sustained development over the long term. 

 

Economic Stability 

Economic stability is generally defined as a country having macroeconomic stability and            

sound macroeconomic frameworks. Generally, sound macroeconomic frameworks include        

price stability and sound fiscal policies, but can be expanded to include a well-functioning              

real economy, sustainable debt ratios, and healthy public and private sector balance sheets. 

 

Price Stability 

Price stability is when the general price level in an economy does not change much over                

time. Therefore, prices neither go up nor go down. Price stability is important as it ensures                

that the value of money and purchasing power stays relatively the same.  

 

Fiscal Policies 

Fiscal Policies are the means by which a government adjusts its pending levels and tax rates                

to monitor and influence a nation's economy. In other words, fiscal policies are a              

government's plan for deciding how much money to borrow and to collect in taxes, and how                

best to spend it, in order to influence the level of economic activity. Sound fiscal policies are                 

aimed at reducing deficits in a sustainable way is necessary to growth and job creation. 

 

Real Economy 

The real economy is the part of the economy that is concerned with actually producing               

goods and services, as opposed to the part of the economy that is concerned with buying                

and selling on the financial markets. A well-functioning real economy should operate in an              

efficient and resilient manner and treat participants fairly. 

 

Debt Ratios 

The debt ratio is a financial ratio that measures the extent of a company’s leverage. The debt                 

ratio is defined as the ratio of total debt to total assets, expressed as a decimal or                 



percentage. The higher the debt ratio, the more leveraged a company is, which implies              

greater financial risk. On the other hand, leverage is an important tool that companies can               

use to grow. The same applies for the debt ratio of countries. A sustainable debt ratio should                 

allow a country to develop and grow without potentially dangerous consequences.  

 

Balance Sheets 

Balance sheets are financial statements that provide a snapshot of what a company owns              

and owes, as well as the amount invested by shareholders. The statement includes the              

assets, liabilities, and capital of a business or other organization at a particular point in time.                

Nearly every financial crisis can be traced back to a weak balance sheet that cracked under                

the pressure of excessive debt. Thus, a healthy balance sheet, which includes a lack of               

excessive debt, is necessary to prevent future financial crisis.  

 

International Assistance 

International Assistance under the World Heritage Convention, articles 13.1, 13.2 and 19 to             

26, is aid granted to the State Parties to the World Heritage Convention, in order to help                 

them protect the World Cultural or Natural Heritage located on their territories and             

inscribed on the World Heritage List, the List of World Heritage in Danger or on their                

Tentative List. 

 

 

Background of the Topic 

Conflict is the antithesis of development, and the international community recognizes the            

need to assist conflict-affected and post-conflict countries in restoring peace and rebuilding. The             

United Nations (UN) and many More Economically Developed Countries (MEDCs) have provided            

assistance and promoted the social and economic needs in post-conflict nations. However,            

unfortunately these attempts have not been successful, and the countries often fall back into              

conflict after a short period of time.  

Ever since World War II, post-conflict reconstruction has mostly been undertaken on a             

unilateral basis. The United States of America financed the Marshall Plan from 1948-1952 for the               

reconstruction of post-war Europe and provided for its security with the creation of the North               

Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). In 1972, the United States of America also helped to secure               



the first major Arab-Israeli diplomatic breakthrough with the Camp-David peace agreement           

between Israel and Egypt. For both of these events, a single donor helped safeguard the basic                

economic and security needs of the combatants.  

On the other hand, for the past 20 years or so, multilateral economic, political and security                

organizations have been in charge of providing humanitarian assistance in post-conflict countries.            

Due to the growing number of conflicts and the enormity of the reconstruction task in each case, the                  

job has become too big for one country or organization to manage. In this regard, aid coordination                 

in post-conflict entities has become a critical factor in managing postconflict reconstruction.  

Nonetheless, international assistance must support, rather than undermine national efforts.          

To this extent, development partners should take into consideration the concept of “state-building”.             

The concept of state-building has to do with building effective systems and institutions of              

government. The latter will enable the international community to better coordinate the            

international support on these activities. Thus, when nations are providing support for establishing             

economic stability in post-conflict nations, they should assist in establishing systems that will allow              

the post-conflict nation to obtain economic stability. The UN should not only provide massive              

international assistance but also support state-structures and national leadership within. 

It is believed that the concept of sustainable development is a key element in providing               

assistance. In 1987, the World Commission on Environment and Development (Brundtland           

Commission), published its report, introducing one of the most successful approaches incorporated            

in contemporary societies and therefore decisively shaped the international community’s agenda           

and attitude, the concept of sustainable development. Ever since, numerous states have committed             

to economic, social and environmental development, the three major dimensions of this concept.             

However, this has resulted in economic development being pursued at the expense of social or               

environmental development.  

In September of 2015, the UN General Assembly adopted the 2030 Development Agenda             

titled "Transforming our World: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development." In other words,             

the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) ECOSOC, as part of the United Nations, is charged with               

implementing and promoting the SDGs. Of these goals, SDG 8: Good Jobs and Economic Growth, and                

SDG 9: Innovation and Infrastructure are the ones most related to the question of promoting               

economic stability in post-conflict nations. The promotion and achievement of these SDGs may             

assist in achieving economic stability as they further raise awareness of the importance of              

economic stability.  



In conclusion, there are multiple challenges in establishing sustainable and stable           

economies for post-conflict nations. Even though the international community is starting to            

recognize the importance of economic stability, it is still often pushed aside in favor of providing                

humanitarian assistance to the post-conflict nations. Next is the extent to which other nations can               

support the post-conflict nations. As mentioned before, international assistance must support,           

rather than undermine national efforts, which can be difficult, as each post-conflict nation has a               

different situation, and thus any assistance must be adjusted to fit the needs of the nation in                 

question. Furthermore, economic stability is a very broad and general concept that covers many              

smaller topics such as price stability and sound fiscal policies. In order to assist a country in                 

achieving economic stability, multiple factors need to be addressed.  

 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved and Their Positions 

The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 

The mission of the OECD is to promote policies that will improve the economic and social                

well-being of people around the world. The OECD provides a forum in which governments              

can work together to share experiences and seek solutions to common problems. They also              

work with governments in order to understand what drives economic change. The OECD             

analyzes and compares data to predict future trends and help prevent economic crisis.             

Using facts and real-life experiences, the OECD recommends policies designed to improve            

the quality of people’s lives. Furthermore, the OECD sets international standards on a wide              

range of things, such as taxes. Ever since 2005, the OECD has published a report on states to                  

monitor aid to a list of countries that are considered most fragile.  

 

The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) 

Under the UN Charter, ECOSOC is responsible for “promoting higher standards of living, full              

employment, and economic and social progress; identifying solutions to international          

economic, social and health problems; facilitating international cultural and educational          

cooperation; and encouraging universal respect for human rights and fundamental          

freedoms.” ECOSOC structures its work around the theme of sustainable development, as it             

is the central part of the UN system to the further three aspects: economic, social, and                

environmental. ECOSOC has been a central force in developing mechanisms as a response to              

the problems facing post-conflict countries and areas. In 2002, the ECOSOC Ad Hoc Advisory              



Groups were established by the Council in order to support countries emerging from             

conflict. Other types of assistance towards supporting post-conflict nations have also been            

provided. 

 

The World Bank 

The World Bank is an international financial institution that provides loans to countries for              

capital projects. “The World Bank Group is one of the world’s largest sources of funding and                

knowledge for developing countries. Its five institutions share a commitment to reducing            

poverty, increasing shared prosperity, and promoting sustainable development.” (“Who We          

Are.”) The World Bank Group plays a major role in recovery and reconstruction efforts in               

conflict-affected countries. Furthermore, using modern technology, the World Bank         

provides not only damage numbers and trends but also qualitative information on the             

status of various services, which can help them anticipate the needs of both conflict-affected              

countries and fragile countries. 

 

The United States of America  

The United States of America has provided large amounts of assistance to both             

conflict-affected and post-conflict nations, for example, the Marshall Plan for the           

reconstruction of post-war Europe and the Camp-David peace agreement between Israel           

and Egypt. The United States was a leading force in the establishment of the World Bank in                 

1944 and remains the largest shareholder of the World Bank today, and also has a long                

history of supporting the World Bank Group’s mission and addressing development           

challenges of vital importance through its support of Bank Group programs. Furthermore,            

the United States is the only World Bank shareholder that retains veto power over changes               

in the Bank’s structure. 

 

Timeline of Events 

1944 – The World Bank is established as a result of many European and Asian countries                

needing financing to fund reconstruction efforts 

1945 – World War II ends, and post-conflict reconstruction is mostly undertaken on a              

unilateral basis 



1948-1952 – The United States of America financed the Marshall Plan for the             

reconstruction of post-war Europe and thus the creation of the North Atlantic Treaty             

Organization (NATO) 

1987 – The World Commission on Environment and Development (Brundtland          

Commission), published its report, introducing one of the most successful approaches           

incorporated in contemporary societies and shaped the international community’s concept          

of sustainable development 

2002 – ECOSOC Ad Hoc Advisory Groups were established by the Council in order to               

support countries emerging from conflict 

2005 – The OECD begins to publish annual reports on fragile states to monitor aid to a list                  

of countries that are considered most fragile 

2015 – The UN adopts the SDGs 

 

Important, Relevant Documents 

● CDP Background Paper No. 8 ST/ESA/2005/CDP/8: This report reviews the role of            

economic welfare in conflict prevention, including the strategies required to ensure           

sustainable peace in post-conflict countries.  

● A/RES/61/16: The resolution dictating the role and mandate of ECOSOC  

● 2011/43 : ECOSOC resolution on providing support to South Sudan  

● 2012/250 : ECOSOC decision regarding African countries emerging from conflict 

● ECOSOC Publication ISBN no. 92-1-104560-6 : ECOSOC publication on ECOSOC Ad Hoc 

Advisory Groups on African Countries Emerging from Conflict 

● A/72/269: Report by the Secretary General in 1998 on causes of conflict and the 

promotion of durable peace and sustainable development in Africa 

 

Previous Attempted Solutions: Analysis of Their Failure/Success 

ECOSOC Ad Hoc Advisory Groups 

 ECOSOC formed the country-specific Ad Hoc Advisory Groups for Guinea-Bissau and           

Burundi for the purpose of practicing the approach to peacebuilding that was advocated by both the                



Secretary General in his 1998 report on the Causes of Conflict and the Promotion of Durable Peace                 

and Sustainable Development in Africa and by ECOSOC in its Ministerial Declaration on Africa in               

2001. Through existing mechanisms, the Council was able to bring its unique coordination role to               

bear on peacebuilding and economic and social reconstruction. However, the Ad Hoc Advisory             

Groups are not without flaws. 

In the case of Burundi as of February 2003, ECOSOC analyzed institutional shortcomings in              

the transition from war to peace and came up with the following conclusion. Within the donor                

community, there was a lack of strategy, no effective coordination meetings, no coordination unit              

and secretariat, no unified approach toward government, UN or NGOs, and insufficient staff. Within              

the government, there is a lack of comprehensive transitional strategy, no effective coordination             

meetings or mechanisms, weak inter-ministerial unit, insufficient information on population’s          

needs and existing programmes being implemented, insufficient staff capacity, and insufficient           

financial resources. Finally, within the UN and Non Governmental Organization (NGO) community,            

there is no joint and comprehensive strategy: poor linkages between various strategies and plans,              

no joint planning: sector-driven approach rather than focus on the transition process as a whole,               

insufficient linkages with the inter-ministerial unit, and poor linkages with donor reconstruction            

programs (“ECOSOC Ad Hoc Advisory Groups on African Countries Emerging from Conflict: The             

Silent Avant-Garde.”).  

Furthermore, despite substantial inter-agency support, the Ad Hoc Advisory Groups          

encountered difficulties in funding their activities. Consequently, the lack of funding limited the             

operational capabilities of the advisory groups and restrained their room to maneuver.            

Furthermore, the Ad Hoc Advisory Groups’ contribution could have been further enhanced by             

addressing more specifically practical issues related to the transition from humanitarian assistance            

to development support. On that note, the developmental support would have eventually led to the               

establishment of a stable economy.  

Despite the shortcomings of the Ad Hoc Advisory groups, they still actively promoted the              

integration of relief, rehabilitation, reconstruction, and development through the establishment of           

various formal and informal linkages, and greatly improved the state of multiple post-conflict             

nations. In August 2005, the UN Secretary-General concluded that the activities of the Ad Hoc               

Advisory Groups “have led to demand for the creation of similar mechanisms for other African               

countries emerging from conflict.” However, such perceived demand seemed to be short-lived, as             

proposals by the UN Secretary-General to establish an Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Somalia in 2006                

was not followed-up by member states.  



This concludes that advisory groups are useful advocates for those post-conflict countries            

that have remained below the radar of international attention and that are not in the forefront of                 

donor assistance. However, there may be difficulties getting other nation’s support.  

 

Providing humanitarian aid 

 Multiple MEDCs provide massive amounts of assistance to post-conflict nations. This           

assistance often includes food, water, medical supplies, and occasionally temporary infrastructure.           

This support often helps to alleviate the burden on the recovering nation and greatly improve the                

lives of the citizens, thus allowing the country to recover quicker and potentially rebuild their               

economy.  

 

Possible Solutions 

Identifying potential resources 

 One possible solution would be to identify any natural resources that the post-conflict             

country has, and utilize those resources to help rebuild the nation’s economy. However, not many               

post-conflict nations will have an abundance of natural resources, so this is unlikely to be feasible                

except in rare cases. On the other hand, other nations can identify a produce that the post-conflict                 

nation can develop and provide, which has a similar effect to identifying natural resources.              

However, it may take a period of time before the post-conflict nation is recovered enough to begin                 

exporting any products.  

 

Establishing trade 

 Nations can help post-conflict nations establish economic stability by establishing trade           

agreements and thus allowing the post-conflict nation to rebuild their economy. However, it is              

unlikely that the post-conflict nations will have any products they are able to export. Therefore, it is                 

extremely likely that establishing trade agreements too soon will simply result in the post-conflict              

nation becoming too dependent on other nations.  

 

Providing training and education 

Providing citizens of post-conflict nations different types of training and education can            

assist post-conflict nations in a multitude of ways. Training can teach citizens how to create               



products that the country can then export, and can also assist a country in rebuilding the different                 

sectors of society, as there were likely many personnel lost during the conflict. On the other hand,                 

education can help the younger generation learn things that they were unable to during the period                

of conflict, which is important as the younger generation will eventually fill in the spots left by the                  

older generation. 

 

Support systems 

 Countries can establish support systems for post-conflict nations. Ideally, these support           

systems would most likely include providing different types of aid as necessary, and providing              

advice on steps the post-conflict nation should take to stabilize their country and thus their               

economy. However, steps would have to be taken to ensure that other countries do not abuse this                 

and interfere with the recovery of the post-conflict nation nor make the post-conflict nation              

dependent on them.  

 

Providing humanitarian aid 

 Although providing humanitarian aid does not directly assist post-conflict nations in           

developing economic stability, it can still alleviate some of the burden on the country. Through               

ensuring citizens of post-conflict nations receive basic necessities, the country will be able to              

rebuild faster, thus allowing them to spend more time rebuilding and stabilizing their economy.  

 

Creating jobs 

 Through creating jobs in post-conflict nations, citizens of the nation can find sources of              

income and support their families. The creation of jobs will also help the economy to grow, as                 

citizens will be able to earn money that they can then use to buy products.  
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