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Welcome to

hsinmun xvihsinmun xvihsinmun xvi
With up to 23 schools and nearly 470 participants 

joining us this year, the International Bilin-

gual School at Hsinchu Science Park is ecstatic 

to be hosting yet another HSINMUN XVI this 

fall in October. HSINMUN, which f irst started 

as a small, local MUN conference for schools in 

Hsinchu, has now evolved into an internation-

al MUN conference with the distinction of be-

ing the only THIMUN-aff iliated conference in 

all of Taiwan. Our student off icer team and the 

working team have worked on the conference 

relentlessly from March through September to 

provide the highest quality and guarantee that 

the participants get the best possible experience.

HSINMUN strives to instill the skill of critical 

thinking, collaboration, and public speaking 

into the younger generation who will one day 

become the future leaders of this world. This 

year, participants will debate on global issues re-

lated to the theme Civil Rights vs. Government 

Control alongside some of the most accom-

plished students from across the country. Par-

ticipants will have the chance to work together 

with delegates representing different nations 

— some of whom will differ in stances — to-

wards the same goal: pass a resolution that sat-

isf ies all parties by the end of the conference. 
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So far, 2020 has been marked by a series of unfor-
tunate events. In the early weeks of September, you 
may have seen a video of a red mushroom cloud in 
the ports of Beirut, Lebanon. Though the cause of 
the explosion was unclear, Lebanon’s Prime Min-
ister, Hassan Diab, explained that 2,750 tonnes of 
ammonium nitrate had been stored unsafely in a 
warehouse in the port of Lebanon’s largest city, 
which may have been the cause of detonation. 

The government’s approach to mitigating the dam-
age done was underwhelming, to say the least. Prime 
Minister Diab refused to shoulder the blame for the 
explosion and redirected attention to President Michel 
Aoun, who also claimed it was not him. The lack of 
initiative taken by the government left citizens, who 
have lost faith in their rulers, unimpressed. The situ-
ation has sparked national protests, and the relation-
ship between the government and its people continues 
to deteriorate at a rapid pace.  The protestors demand 

reform and accountability, citing corruption and mis-
management by the government as the source of the 
nation’s problems. These protests involved tear gas 
and rubber bullets fired by the police and the people 
throwing stones in response. Among their takeovers, 
the people stormed the Banking Association and the 
Foreign Ministry. The blast only exacerbated the on-
going economic meltdown as people’s dissatisfaction 
of politicians became more apparent. While there 
were peaceful demonstrations, there were also many 
violent clashes between protestors and security forces 
that were only curbed with the spread of coronavirus. 

However, Lebanon was not always a violent place to 
live in. In fact, the country was reputable for being the 
only country with a relatively strong economy amidst 
the Middle East turmoil (conflict between other mid-
dle eastern countries). Periods of time had existed in 
Lebanon where clubs and hotels stayed open, and the 
middle class carried the bulk of the country’s economy. 

Lebanona social, political, and 
economic crisis



All of this tore apart when Lebanon’s economy fell, 
hard, to rock bottom in late 2019. The causes? There 
were two elements. Historically, the country had mis-
managed much of their financial resources. Too much 
reliance was put on debts to pay their own bills, and 
reforms were not instigated to relieve the country of 
its financial burden. Since the country had no main ex-
ports, making money became an issue. Corruption was 
another factor. When the country ran short of dollars, 
they had investors in the central bank make huge de-
posits to keep the Lebanese pound’s value from fluc-
tuating. While the investors did manage to maintain 
such expectations, the strain was too great. Eventually, 
even the investors stopped these deposits. In a desper-
ate attempt to rebuild their economy, the government 
proposed new taxes on tobacco, petrol, and voice call 

messages via WhatsApp, all of which faced extreme 
backlash. Following the outbreak of COVID-19, the 
country only spiraled further into financial ruin as the 
number of cases in the country skyrocketed and the 
limitations of their social welfare system were exposed. 

The accumulation of financial issues, a lack of resourc-
es, and a devaluation of the Lebanese currency led to 
protests by the people, and Prime Minister Saad Hariri 
eventually resigned. However, the implications of his 
resignation are still unknown. While some interpret it 
as an opportunity for change, others consider it to fur-
ther worsen the situation. Their people can only hope 
for the best as the country is tossed into an unprec-
edented crisis heading towards an unknown future. 

Written by Hina Yu and Evelyn Tan | Layout by Vineeta Chen | Edited by Katelyn Chen
Source: Al Jazeera, Time, ABC News, World Food Programme
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Meet this year’s keynote speaker, Ms. E-Ling Chiu! Ms. Chiu is a graduate of Tsinghua 
University and received a masters from the Institute of Sociology there. Civil rights 
and activism was a central focus of her life ever since the start of her career, having 
written her master thesis on HIV+ persons and the technique of governance. Since then, 
she has worked with Taiwan Association for Human Rights, the oldest independent 
human rights organization in Taiwan, for more than 10 years, and joined Amnesty 
International Taiwan in January of 2020.In addition to her vast experience in various 
social movements, she has also written a multitude of articles on various human 
rights issues. She also helps deliver training courses for students, youth, and the public.

Amnesty International is a non-governmental organization based in the UK that focuses on 
human rights. Their purpose is to achieve “a world in which every person enjoys all of the human 
rights enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other international 
human rights instruments.” The organization numbers over 8 million members and has 
offices and branches in over 80 countries. Through extensive research and campaigning they 
seek to increase awareness and resolve prevalent civil rights issues such as armed conflict, 
climate change, and immigration. Founded in 1961 by Peter Benenson, Amnesty Intl. has 
had a significant impact on the global political climate. Since its inception, it has issued more 
than 20,500 Urgent Actions highlighting specific human rights appeals, conducted more 
than 3,300 research missions, and published more than 17,000 reports about human rights 
around the world. In addition, Amnesty Intl. also gives an annual report on the state of the 
world’s human rights, which has been published in over 25 different languages since 1961.

Ms. Chiu speaks to the importance of this year’s theme, civil rights vs. government 
control, and describes how it is especially relevant this year, due to the outbreak of the 
virus. She fears that the mass surveillance technology instituted during this period will 
greatly affect the privacy rights if left without any regulation or limitation. Ms. Chiu also 
recounted a real life clash between Amnesty Intl. and the Indian government, a clash 
where, in distaste of Amnesty’s actions, the Indian government froze the Amnesty’s India 
Branch’s assets and also continuously harassed the staff of the Amnesty Intl. India office. 

Finally, in a message to the attendees of this year’s conference, Ms. Chiu reminds the delegates 
that sometimes it’s not easy to analyse a policy or phenomenon immediately and urges them 
to view each issue from multiple perspectives in order to reach a compromise that satisfies all.

Ms. E Ling Chiu
introducing...



Meet  the   
Secret ariat  Team 

When Cassie Yang first joined MUN in middle school, nothing about 
the club was really amusing to her. It wasn’t until she started gain-
ing confidence in public speaking, began making tons of new friends, 
and improved at writing insanely long papers that she realized how 
much she had gained from MUN. Now a senior at IBSH, Yang will 
be serving as the Parliamentarian of HSINMUN XVI. Yang, having 
gained skills from planning conferences for over four hundred people, 
is more than confident that she will be able to cooperate with her team 
effectively for the upcoming conference. With her experience, she de-
sires to make HSINMUN XVI as successful as possible and hopes that 
everything will go smoothly despite the ongoing challenges with the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Other than MUN, Yang also enjoys doing crafts 
and being a crucial member of the recycling community in her school.

Parliamentarian: Cassie Yang

Mollie Cheng, a junior at IBSH, first joined MUN in sixth grade without 
knowing much about the club. However, her passion for MUN only inten-
sified from her first-hand experience at multiple conferences. For HSIN-
MUN XVI, Cheng chose to sign up for the position of Secretary General 
in the hopes of “helping foster social awareness, promote youth empower-
ment, and shape a conference that allows for everyone’s voices to be heard.” 
Throughout her MUN journey in the past four years, she has attended 
more than a dozen conferences in both Taiwan and Singapore, where she 
learned that “there is no single story to anything, and one must value all 
perspectives.” Cheng claims MUN has also shaped her into a global citizen 
with an expanded understanding of the various facets of global issues and 
her own environment. This also led Cheng to start Project Borderless, her 
social initiative aiming to “destigmatize gender equality discussions in Tai-
wan.” To all the delegates, Cheng hopes everyone will spend a worthwhile 
time at HSINMUN XVI discussing solutions for the urgent global topic. 

Secretary General: Mollie Cheng

Written by Hannah Ryoo | Layout by Patricia Hung | Edited by Tommy Kim and Katelyn Chen 



Ellen Ryoo, a junior at IBSH, will be serving as the Deputy Secretary Gen-
eral I for HSINMUN XVI. Despite starting off with a smaller role as an 
admin in seventh grade, Ryoo was deeply motivated to continue MUN 
by “watching the delegates passionately discuss global issues and the chairs 
facilitate the debate.” When asked about the effect MUN has had on her 
life, Ryoo claims that in addition to gaining a better understanding of the 
current events occurring around the world today, she has also built new 
friendships with people from all around the world. Furthermore, she has 
acquired several skills, including public speaking and researching, that she 
uses in her daily life. Ryoo states that a large part of her character was built 
through her journey in MUN and that she is proud of the effort she has 
put into one of her favorite events of the year. “As part of the Secretariat 
team, I hope to help with the organization of the conference and success-
fully end HSINMUN XVI along with the other secretariats,” says Ryoo.

Deputy Secretary General I: Ellen Ryoo

Ashley Huang, a senior at IBSH, will be serving as the Deputy Secretary 
General II in the Secretariat Team. Her MUN journey began when she 
joined as an admin in seventh grade. Huang realized the club was quite 
enjoyable and started attending conferences as a delegate with the hope 
of broadening her knowledge about the world and improving her speak-
ing as well as her critical thinking skills. When asked about the effect 
MUN has had on her, Huang says, “It has made me more knowledgeable 
about global issues, which allowed me to make better decisions and have 
greater insight on many aspects of life.” With her experience from pre-
vious conferences, Huang believes that she can become a confident and 
outspoken leader for HSINMUN XVI. As someone deeply concerned 
about issues regarding human rights abuses, Huang looks forward to the 
debates regarding civil rights and government control and hopes that all 
delegates will have something to take away from this year’s conference. 

Deputy Secretary General II: Ashley Huang

Three days of his first MUN conference during HSINMUN XII was 
enough for Alex Chen, currently a junior at IBSH, to get “in-depth knowl-
edge regarding current events, collaborate with other delegates in formu-
lating an agreement, and make the world a better place.” Throughout 
the years he has spent in MUN, he discovered that communication and 
collaboration are vital to making change; they are the real challenge — 
what gives him hope are the passionate people he has met who dream of 
bringing changes to the world. Chen has also gained confidence by join-
ing MUN. Now, he is unafraid to “speak the truth even when it is some-
thing that is not most wanted to be heard.” Believing that he should take 
a bigger role in the upcoming HSINMUN conference, Chen applied 
for the Secretariat Team for HSINMUN XVI, where he will be serv-
ing as Deputy Secretary General III. In his spare time, Chen enjoys play-
ing soccer, practicing guitar, and participating in community service.

Deputy Secretary General III: Alex Chen

Source: Unsplash



meet the

WORKING

T E A M

press co-editor-in-chief

Tommy Kim, a senior from IBSH, is serving as the Press 
Co-Editor this year. According to Kim, “reading stories about 
Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein’s work on the Watergate 
Scandal as well as watching movies like Spotlight portrayed 
the job of a journalist as an honorable role — something I 
wished to partake in.” Moreover, after joining the press team 
as a reporter, Kim wanted to take a larger role in the HSIN-
MUN community. In addition, Kim believes that whenever 
the press members have questions or are facing difficulties, 
it is his or other press heads’ responsibility to help them. In 
school, his favorite subjects are mathematics and US History. 

TOMMY KIM

press  editor-in-chief

Serving as the Press Editor this year is Katelyn Chen, a senior 
from IBSH. Chen has held multiple positions at HSINMUN 
throughout the years and now wishes to experience being a 
part of the Press team. Due to her past experience, Chen is 
able to have a better understanding of each part of the con-
ference, allowing her to manage the team effectively. She be-
lieves that her obligation as the Editor is to make the Press 
team work as efficiently as possible and create quality work 
that all participants will enjoy. Chen further expatiates on 
this by saying, “especially since this is the last HSINMUN I’ll 
be able to attend, I want to make the most of the experience.”

KATELYN CHEN

press  co-editor-in-chief

Kelly Lee, a senior from IBSH, is serving as Press Co-Editor. 
Lee describes HSINMUN as a time when people from differ-
ent schools gather and discuss world issues. Lee was motivated 
to join after seeing the “press members always working hard” 
during the conferences as they took pictures, designed creative 
layouts, and wrote amazing articles. Drawing from her past 
experience, Lee is able to explain to the photographers how to 
take better pictures and videos. She believes her job is not only 
to make sure the press members are executing their tasks effi-
ciently, but also help them edit layouts and photos. Outside 
of her interest in press, Lee’s favorite subject is mathematics.  

KELLY LEE
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IT  Coordinator

Having experience as both delegate and Tech Admin, 
Max Chen, a senior from IBSH, is serving at IT Coor-
dinator. HSINMUN is special to Chen because it is the 
only one he attends consistently. Chen believes his obli-
gations as IT coordinator is to make the conference go 
as smoothly as possible and make sure any tech-relat-
ed problems get solved quickly. In general, Chen hopes 
that all the participants can have a great time during the 
conference. In line with his role as the IT Coordinator, 
Chen’s favorite subjects are Physics and Computer Science.

MAX CHEN

Administration  Coordinator

Karen Tsung, a junior, is well prepared to fulfill her role as 
Administration Coordinator with her extensive knowledge 
on the admins’ duties in committees and the administration 
coordinators’ meticulous planning and jobs directing. Tsung 
is motivated by the diversity of delegates that are unique not 
only in their stance on global issues but also in their interests 
outside of MUN. As expressed by Tsung, “an urge to explore 
the depths of pervasive global issues has also brought me into 
the world of debate and writing resolutions that encourage 
creativity, leadership, and critical thinking.” Outside of MUN, 
her favorite subjects are the sciences—biology and chemistry. 

KAREN TSUNG

de
pu

ty  

Administration  Coordinator

Theresa Chiu, a junior, is serving as a Deputy Adminis-
tration Coordinator. HSINMUN is especially special for 
Chiu since she served as an admin from HSINMUN XI 
to HSINMUN XV. She believes that “this is a great way 
to round out my admin experiences.” Chiu hopes to en-
courage the admins this year to continue MUN and enjoy 
it as much as she did her first time as admin. She wishes to 
make the conference an enjoyable experience for all and 
believes that if one puts all their effort into making things 
successful, chances are they’ll succeed. In addition to MUN, 
Chiu enjoys science-related subjects and reading books. 

THERESA CHIU

treasurer

Maxine Tseng, a junior at IBSH, is the treasurer this year. For 
Tseng, it was HSINMUN that compelled her to continue 
pursuing MUN as an extracurricular activity. Tseng describes 
walking into a committee room like taking a step into a world 
of global awareness where delegates actively discuss solutions 
to global issues. In addition to Tseng’s interest in MUN, she 
finds both chemistry and biology intriguing and enjoys english 
and history courses. As the Treasurer, Tseng has been tasked 
with monitoring payments and resolving any monetary issues 
that arise. She states that “past experiences have reminded me 
of the work I need to put in to allow things to play out well.”

MAXINE TSENG
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Co-Chair: Arunmolhi Kaarthik (IBST)

Chair: Segyul Park (DIS)

Segyul Park, the Head Chair of GA1, is a senior from Do-
minican International School. Park confesses that he may 
have begun participating in MUN to impress college ad-
mission officers, but after attending his first few confer-
ences, he realized that MUN was more than just a super-
ficial club that could enhance his resume. He was blown 
away by how accomplished and articulate his fellow del-
egates were, and ever since, MUN has become a challenge 
to him to improve upon himself. As he describes his first 
conference — coincidentally, HSINMUN — he recalls, 
“I made zero speeches in total. I realized how good some 
people were at debating and I wanted to be like them as 
well.” Having been the shy kid who felt too intimated to 
participate before, Segyul — in his third chairing experi-
ence — hopes to help and encourage those who share the 
same struggle.

Alongside Segyul Park is Arunmolhi Kaarthik, a soph-
omore attending International Bilingual School of 
Tainan. Since joining MUN as a seventh grader, Arun-
molhi has attended over ten MUN conferences. His fa-
vourite part about MUN takes place while delegates de-
bate on amendments and resolutions because it allows 
him to observe the different approaches that each del-
egate takes based on their country’s stance. This year, 
he hopes to witness delegates that have done exten-
sive research on the topic and their respective nations, 
so they can make confident, well informed decisions 
during the debate. Of course, Arunmolhi’s passions lie 
not only in MUN. He also enjoys playing badminton 
and soccer; unfortunately, due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic, his time on the field has been restricted. On the 
bright side, the Co-Chair of GA1 does note that the 
pandemic has also presented a great opportunity for 
families to spend some quality time with each other.

GA 1
General Assembly 1



Co-Chair: Nicole Wu (AAIA)

Chair: Claire Chung (KAS)
Currently a junior at Kaohsiung American School, Claire 
Chung will serve as the head of GA2 for HSINMUN XVI. 
Joining MUN in the sixth grade, Chung was driven by 
her passion for solving global issues and the idea of de-
bating on behalf of a country; to date, she has nine MUN 
conferences under her belt — where she learned to listen 
to all voices in the committee room. Regarding the is-
sue of poverty in developing countries, she believes those 
in poverty should be supported to “integrate into society 
successfully” and become self-sufficient; however, the 
government must not overstep its bounds, and leaders 
should “be mindful of the extent to their control” and 
not overlook civil rights in society. Chung is proud of 
her great cooperation skill, which may have come from 
her experiences with the orchestra and her soccer team. 
At HSINMUN XVI, while she looks forward to making 
friends with similar passions, Chung also hopes to listen 
to insightful discussions: “Remember that you are repre-
senting one portion of the global community… and fight 
for whatever your country believes in.”  

Nicole Wu, a rising senior at Asia American Interna-
tional Academy, will be serving as this conference’s 
GA2 Deputy Chair. Motivated by her curiosity, she 
joined MUN in eighth grade and has since been attract-
ed to the friendly environment of MUN that encour-
ages everyone to participate. Since then, Wu has been 
involved in ten conferences, and HSINMUN XVI will 
be her second chairing experience. On the digital di-
vide and poverty eradication in developing countries, 
she believes that to mitigate the consequences of the 
lack of resources, countries should find ways to close the 
digital divide and provide financial aid to their people. 
Wu also believes that regarding the current situation 
with the COVID-19 pandemic, “neither should gov-
ernments violate basic rights, nor should people abuse 
their rights.” Looking forward to a fruitful debate and 
interactive conference, Wu hopes all the delegates of 
HSINMUN XVI enjoy their time and make new friends. 

GA 2
General Assembly 2
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Co-Chair: Jewel Wang Chen (IIS)

This year’s GA3 committee will be chaired by Wilson Tang, 
a junior at Hsinchu International School. Having first joined 
MUN in 7th grade, Tang has attended a total of 18 different 
conferences. However, this long and impressive record has not 
been without turmoil. Discouraged at first by more skilled and 
experienced delegates, he persevered and his passion for MUN 
grew. Regarding his committee’s issue of the exploitation of 
children in Southeast Asia, Tang believes that a feasible solu-
tion would require the cooperation of all the involved govern-
ments. He stresses the importance of this issue, stating how 
the abuse of children “affects not only our present state but 
also shapes our future.” On an equally appalling but slightly 
more common note, he also holds a firm stance on the topic 
of workplace sexism. He believes that only through a develop-
ment of mutual understanding and respect can this problem 
be resolved. To the delegates of HSINMUN XVI, Tang leaves a 
straightforward message: “I urge delegates to speak up because 
that is really the only way to improve, ... I reiterate this idea be-
cause this is what my experience since MUN conferences made 
me see.”

GA3’s co-chair will be Jewel Wang Chen, a senior at 
I-Shou International School. Through this chairing 
experience, Chen will be coming back to her roots, 
as her first ever conference was HSINMUN XIII. Chen 
believes that educational campaigns are crucial to solv-
ing any global issue, as no resolution can be reached 
without full understanding of a problem. With in-
creased awareness, more regulation can be instituted 
to alleviate issues such as youth exploitation and gen-
der discrimination. To this year’s delegates, Chen re-
minds them to “keep in mind that a fruitful debate 
depends on representing every nation in accordance 
with its governmental stance while maintaining re-
spect for the interests of others,.. [and hopes] all of 
[them] will gain something new out of the conference 
and stay motivated in continuing your MUN journey.”

GA 3
General Assembly 3

Chair: Wilson Tang (HIS)
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Co-Chair: Andrew Chang (KAS)

Chair: Vivian Chiu (IBST) Vivian Chiu, a rising sophomore at International Bilin-
gual School at Tainan, is returning to her first conference 
as the Head Chair for GA4 this year. Chiu would like to 
express her desire to do her part in HSINMUN by “I want 
to contribute back to this fabulous conference by becom-
ing the chair that inspires young delegates to immerse 
themselves in the world of MUN.” To fulfill her obliga-
tions in HSINMUN XVI, the Chair will do her best to an-
swer questions, encourage delegates to always propose new 
ideas without hesitation, and inspire them to be global 
citizens. HSINMUN is where Chiu first stepped out of her 
comfort zone through the help of the chairs. In addition, 
Chiu expatiates on this point by further defining MUN 
as her “irreplaceable part of her life”. Besides MUN, Chiu 
also enjoys playing in the orchestra, debate, reading, and 
making new friends. The Head Chair of GA4 this year 
believes that the Western Sahara topic is critical because 
the fight over self-determination and Western Sahara’s 
natural resources has led to human rights abuses like cen-
sorship and torture. Furthermore, Western Sahara is the 
best hope for the oppressed Sahrawis to flourish economi-
cally and culturally, so delegates need to strive to improve 
the situation in Western Sahara.

Andrew Chang, a rising senior at Kaohsiung 
American School, is serving as a Deputy Chair for 
GA4 this year. In Chang’s high school MUN career, 
HSINMUN is the initial one and will be the last con-
ference for him, which shows the meaningfulness.  
Moreover, the previous MUN experiences for Chang 
allow him to see what delegates demand during a 
conference and what they would like to learn from 
the experience. Aside from MUN, Chang also likes 
to skateboard, debate, and play guitar. Chang be-
lieves that as a student officer: “I must provide the 
help that any delegate needs at the conference.”  In 
Chang’s perspective, there shouldn’t be any polit-
ical engagement in polar regions because member 
states only think of the benefits they could gain 
from exploiting the region. Moreover, for the is-
sue of sovereignty in West Sahara, Chang thinks 
it has the potential to restore order, and it would 
be a catalyst for better conditions in the region.

GA 4
General Assembly 4
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Seccurity Council

Serving as the President of the revered Security Council 
is Eric Culotty Jr., a senior at the Asia American 
International Academy and a genuine fan of Isaac 
Asimov. With a unique interest in songs from the 
60s onward, his pastimes include sleeping, gaming, 
strumming the guitar, and playing basketball.
As the Secretary General in his school’s MUN club, 
Gulotty’s position and four years of chairing speaks to 
his experience. Having joined MUN in the seventh grade, 
he fell in love with “the intense debates, discussions, 
responsibilities, and other various aspects” of the club. 
To him, MUN is a gateway to a parallel universe, so he 
hopes to emerge out of his last HSINMUN conference 
as a better educated global citizen of the world. 
To the delegates of the Security Council, Gulotty promises 
to keep the committee engaging for all delegates. Through 
his last opportunity to chair a conference, Gulotty looks 
forward to a committee full of proactive delegates that will 
cooperate to figure out a solution to the issue addressed. 

President: Eric Gulotty Jr. (AAIA)

Dep. President: Sophia Zuo (IBSH) 
Sophia Zuo, a sophomore attending the International 
Bilingual School at Hsinchu Science Park, will be serving as 
the Deputy President of the Security Council. With her bright 
and bubbly personality, Zuo shares that “giving free food 
never hurts!” Don’t be fooled by her personality, though, as 
beneath it lies a diligent debater in the Taiwan Debate Unions 
development pool and a secretary of KEY club. This HSINMUN 
conference will mark Zuo’s first experience chairing for any 
MUN event, and she is beyond ecstatic at the opportunity. 
Zuo appreciates MUN for being a platform to “speak out 
current issues in the context of realistic, contemporary world 
countries.” As many delegates in SC are more experienced, Zuo 
looks forward to the general solutions. She, more than anyone, 
has faith in her delegates’ abilities to solve real world problems.
 Through HSINMUN, Zuo intends to leave with more 
experience as a chair, as well as adaptability. She knows that 
her delegates gave their all preparing for the following days, so 
she promises the same by keeping the conference electrifying. 
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Victoria Lee, a rising junior from Pacific American 
School, will be serving as the President of ICJ for 
Hsinmun XVI. Having begun her MUN journey as a 
seventh grader, Lee is deeply committed to the club; in 
fact, when asked about her MUN experiences, she replied, 
“I have honestly lost count of the number of conferences 
I have attended.” Not only does she enjoy the political 
and worldly affairs discussed in MUN, Lee also gladly 
welcomes the opportunity to meet new peers who share the 
same interests. Model United Nations has also made Lee 
a confident speaker and has taught her to become a more 
open minded person as she oftentimes have to delegate 
for countries with stances that she does not agree with. 
Unsurprising from her passion for MUN, Victoria aspires to 
take part in non-profit aid for women and children in the 
future. For the meantime, she enjoys mundane activities 
like watching Netflix and sleeping during her spare time.

International Criminal Court of Justice 

Co-chair: Tzu-Chi James Lee (IBSH)

James Lee is a rising sophomore from the International 
Bilingual School at Hsinchu Science Park and a student 
officer of the school’s MUN club. Like Victoria, James 
began his MUN career in seventh grade, which has 
allowed him to meet a diverse range of people from all 
sorts of backgrounds. James is delighted to go back to his 
roots of his passion for MUN by serving as the ICJ Deputy 
President for the upcoming HSINMUN conference. 
Having served as  an ICJ advocate for the last HSINMUN 
conference, he looks forward to meeting this year’s 
advocates. When asked what he hopes to see at this year’s 
conference, James enthusiastically replied, “I really hope 
that both advocate teams will do really well and have an 
intense debate!” Outside of school, he spends his free time 
watching reality shows, and you might even catch him 
scrolling through TikTok in the middle of the conference! 

Chair: Victoria Lee (PAS)



The Deputy President of HRC for HSINMUN XVI is Ka-
tie Chen, a rising junior in IBSH. Chen, who originally 
joined MUN simply to improve her public speaking skills, 
never expected that she would have gained “a larger glob-
al perspective about various issues and peoples around the 
world” after four years of participating in conferences. 
Concerning the protection of people’s right to privacy, 
she believes everyone should be provided with a maxi-
mum amount of privacy along with the maintenance of 
safety and security. “Stateless ethnic groups also need more 
media coverage and assistance,” she asserts. Aside from 
MUN, Chen loves reading, going out with her friends, 
and playing with her dog. She wishes to see others’ dedi-
cation and efforts come to fruition in the upcoming con-
ference; she hopes that all delegates of HSINMUN XVI will 
work together to find solutions and learn to respect others.

Kyle Lu, a junior from IBST, will be serving as the Pres-
ident of HRC for HSINMUN XVI. Wanting to improve 
his debating skills and befriend more people around Tai-
wan, he joined MUN in seventh grade. Lu, astonished by 
how the conference could be so formal yet welcoming 
at the same time, has become more passionate for MUN 
throughout the years, and he has constantly been trying 
to raise awareness about the issues discussed in the club. 
Regarding stateless ethnic groups, he believes more at-
tention should be paid to “the psychological effects of 
being alienated and living on the margins of society.” 
He also claims that a clear line cannot be drawn between 
civil rights and government control as they are both cru-
cial aspects of society. In his spare time, Lu enjoys div-
ing, drumming, and watching movies. To all the dele-
gates of HSINMUN XVI, he advises, “Try to be as active 
and involved as possible. You’ll all have a great time.”

President: Kyle Lu (IBST)

Deputy President: Katie Chen (IBSH)
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A senior at Kaohsiung American School (KAS), Romele 
Rivera will be serving as the president of the Environ-
ment committee for this conference. He joined MUN in 
his freshman year, and, since then, has become irrevoca-
bly drawn to the diverse community filled with global-
ly-minded individuals. Having participated in a number 
of conferences, HSINMUN XVI will be his second time 
chairing. Regarding the global phenomenon of anti-en-
vironmentalism (Issue 701), Rivera condemns the self-in-
terested actions of the governmental agencies and big 
businesses — he believes that the cost of life and environ-
mental degradation far outweigh the economic benefits. 
Rivera states that this year’s theme of civil rights vs. gov-
ernment control resonates with him on a personal level 
because, as a Filipino citizen, he is appalled by the Filipino 
government’s handling of the virus and recent legislation 
that seem to eat away at the very concept of civil rights. To 
the delegates of the Environment committee, Rivera of-
fers a warm welcome and looks forward to guiding them 
towards a more environmentally minded perspective.

Anderson Liew, a sophomore at International Bilingual 
School at Hsinchu Science Park (IBSH), will be serving as 
the Deputy President of the Environment Committee for 
HSINMUN XVI. Liew first joined MUN because he wanted 
to take part in a community where he could discuss issues in 
a professional manner along with his friends. Over the past 
3 years he has attended 9 conferences, including some inter-
national ones such as THIMUN. He particularly enjoys the 
opportunity MUN conferences give him, as well as others, to 
adopt personas and discuss global matters. In regards to this 
year’s theme, Civil Rights vs. Government Control, he be-
lieves that there is a delicate line between what the govern-
ment can control and where the citizens have their rights. 
He states, “I personally believe that it’s important at this 
time especially when there are so many different movements 
around the globe, protesting against their governments.” 
As a final note, Liew wishes good luck to all the delegates.

President: Romele Robe Marcial A. Rivera (KAS)

Deputy President: Anderson Liew (IBSH)
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Annina Vaisanen, a rising junior at the International Bilingual School 

at Hsinchu Science Park (IBSH), is serving as the President of UNDP 

this year. She believes her responsibilities are to make the committee 

constructive and beneficial for the delegates, help delegates through 

their MUN careers, and do her best on her chair report. Having had 

experience in ICJ, UNDP, SC, and several GAs, Vaisanen is well-

versed in multiple MUN procedures. Aside from MUN, Vaisanen 

enjoys singing and cheerleading. Nowadays, the question of rights 

to universal healthcare and sanitation is an extremely pressing issue. 

Vaisanen emphasizes her point by saying, “millions of individuals 

lack access to what is supposed to be their fundamental right— basic 

healthcare and sanitation— and millions fall into poverty and even 

die for it each year.” In addition, Vaisanen thinks one of the methods 

to promote women in education is to modify sexual education, such 

as by encouraging women to be aware of sexual decisions that are the 

best for them, instead of reinforcing social stereotypes.

Esther Duann, a rising sophomore from Pacific American School 

(PAS), is serving as the Deputy President of UNDP. According to 

Duann, “ever since I participated in my first MUN conference, I im-

mediately fell in love with it.” Aside from MUN, Duann also likes 

to watch Youtube, listen to music, and travel. As the chair, Duann 

believes that she needs to smooth the discussion between delegates, 

minimize conflicted opinions, and assist them to reach a consensus. 

Amidst the spread of COVID-19, leaders around the globe began to 

examine their healthcare frameworks. In Duann’s opinion, without a 

well-organized healthcare system, not only will a country’s population 

live in danger of physical illness, but social and economic develop-

ment will also be impacted negatively. Regarding the ways to promote 

the empowerment of women in education, Duann believes that these 

solutions can resolve the issue: the utilization of online resources, 

improvement in school infrastructure and sanitation, distribution of 

subsidies for students, and more.

President: Annina Vaisanen (IBSH)

Dep. President: Esther Duann (PAS) 



Paul Lo, a sleep and video gamer lover, is a senior attending the In-
ternational Bilingual School at Hsinchu Science Park (IBSH). This 
HSINMUN XVI conference marks his fourteenth conference 
throughout his high school career. Highlighting that meeting new 
people is the best part about MUN, Lo is open-minded to inter-
act with new and old delegates. Having had more experience than 
most his age, Lo expects the APQ committee to debate elements 
of the issue at hand, gather together to discuss, and constructively 
make solutions. Jokingly, Lo mentions that he has no outstanding 
achievements to showcase, yet his experience in the MUN com-
munity shows how passionate he is about this club. MUN, to an 
extent, can definitely expand to debating, public speaking, and cur-
rent events. For those struggling with confidence in front of other 
people, Lo says MUN is the perfect opportunity to overcome that 
fear because everyone is accepting of each other. Lo hopes that 
the HSINMUN conference will “make me more optimistic about 
MUN’s future” as everyone is going through a difficult time amidst 
the pandemic. 

President: Kitty Tseng (HCAS)

Dep. President: Paul Lo (IBSH)

Kitty Tseng, a junior at Hsinchu County American School 
(HCAS), is an avid listener of Indie pop and classical music. Tseng 
recalls starting MUN in eighth grade, to the credit of her brother’s 
recommendations. Even though she was intimidated at her first 
conference, she gradually “found confidence and the rhythm of 
debating.” As an APQ chair, Tseng states that delegates are now 
“experts,” which is why she hopes to see thorough expertise and 
preparation for the conference issues. MUN is an extracurricular 
activity that gives students a chance to discuss contemporary issues, 
so Tseng urges her delegates to take advantage of this opportunity 
to educate themselves. Additionally, Tseng affirms that a confer-
ence is a time for delegates to hone their soft skills. Therefore, she 
hopes delegates can become “well-rounded scholars in modern so-
ciety.” Having chaired a dyslexic delegate who struggled with read-
ing the operative clauses before, Tseng reassures delegates that the 
MUN community is always open to differences. For the next two 
days, she hopes to form new memories with friends worth keeping. 

APQAPQAPQ
Advisory Panel

Written by Hina Yu | Layout by Vineeta Chen | Edited by Katelyn Chen
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Following the outbreak of COVID-19, the world has 
transformed in just a few short months. Millions of 
people have fallen ill, and hundreds of thousands 
have died. The Yemen humanitarian crisis, Iraqi 
conflict, Australian bushfires, and Brexit are 
just a few of the issues that have been set aside 
during these hard times. However, this global 

pandemic taking people’s lives is not merely a health 
crisis. It has led to a significant impact on societies 

and economies that only further threatens people’s 
lives and escalates ongoing global issues. Inequalities 

and poverty will only increase the suffering already 
present as the impacts of the virus will be felt for years to come. 

Countries all over the world are trying to contain the virus by means such as contact tracing and 
social distancing. Of these countries, Taiwan is one that has been applauded internationally for its 
effective containment measures. Taiwanese authorities have encouraged the use of masks, enforced 
social distancing, and established travel restrictions. During this pandemic, HSINMUN XVI will be 
the first major conference of the school year. It will be an opportunity for its participants to investigate 
issues that have been momentarily neglected and gain more perspective on the ever-changing world.



Welcome to HSINMUN XVI! We are excited to take part in another wonderful con-
ference this year and look forward to all the memories that will be created over the 
course of these three days. From the beginning of summer, the press team has dedicat-
ed time and energy to crafting this pre-conference issue. We cannot be more delighted 
to finally share this with all of you. This issue serves to introduce participants to the 
ones who make HSINMUN possible: the secretariat, working team, and student offi-
cers. Even as important, we will also be providing an introduction to this year’s keynote 
speaker. Beyond that, within these pages are valuable insights the press team has given 
about this year’s themes and relevant current events, written with the hopes that we can 
navigate the complexities behind the issues together.

Each year’s HSINMUN is no less important than all others, but this year’s conference 
holds the significance of being the first major conference in the post-coronavirus school 
year. Despite all that we’ve gone through in the past few months, we hope that the con-
ference will be a place for us to learn together and engage in engrossing debates. With 
only a few days together as a conference, we, as the press team,  will certainly shoulder 
the responsibility of memorializing your experiences in three separate press issues. As 
our reporters and photographers pop into your committees from time to time to con-
duct interviews or take photos, don’t hesitate to greet them and thank them for their 
hard work. Of course, we shouldn’t forget the layout editors, who will be diligently 
working behind the scenes to present our content in the best way possible. Together 
with all other participants of HSINMUN XVI, we trust that this conference will be an 
educational and unforgettable experience.

Dear Reader

Sincer!y,
Katelyn Chen, Kelly Lee, and Tommy Kim

Editor-in-Chief and Co-Editors-in-Chief
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